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Infection is one of the major postope-
rative complications in spite of antibiotic
era. A survey of the postoperative infe-
ction 23 cases of the head and neck re-
constructive surgeries, using deltopectoral
flap, myocutaneous flap or osteomyocu-
taneous flap, were followed immediately
after extensive resection of the malign-

ant lesion which received preoperative

irradiation.

Postoperative infection occured in 12 of
23 cases: 7 were cured by incision and d-
rainage, and 3 by chemotherapy. Remain-
ing 2 cases has major flap necrosis.

Almost all postoperative infection were
caused by necrosis of the flap. Bacteri-
ologic examination disclosed Pseudomo-

nas, Klebsiella, and «— Streptococcus.
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