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SANITARY MAINTENANCE OF AEROSOLIZATION APPARATUS

Tetsuhiko Inokuma, Toru Sekitani, Takaaki Matsuo,

Yoshihiko Okinaka, Kenji Okami, Michihiko Ogata

Department of Otolaryngology, Yamaguchi University School of Medicine

Nebulizers and humidifier are often used
for the focal treatment of upper respiratory
infection, not only at the clinic, but also at
home, These are used to be handled without
strictcontrol of sterilization.In this study
we conducted a series of bacteriological
examinations on the apparatuses used for
aerosolization, including nebulizers and hu-
midifier, at the various places. Data from
the examinations and some problems occur-
red in their maintenance are discussed. The
results are as follows :

1. Culture of the one-day-old solution of li-
quid chlorhexidine used for cleaning and

disinfection of the nebulizers tip showed

exceptional growth of contaminants, mainl-

y non-FEB-GNB.

2. Culture of the one-day-old solution of
sodium hypochloride did not show any
growth of the bacteria.

3. Culture of the water in the humidifier,
both of the ultrasonic humidifier and ult-
rasonic nebulization humidifier, showed
the growth of contaminants.

4. The sanitary maintenance of apparatus
es 1s important to avoid any hospital inf-
ection or contamination.

The maneuver is simply to change the sol-
ution or water frequently after the adequa-

te sterilization and washing.
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