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DYSPHAGIA AND ASPIRATION PNEUMONIA

Hiroyuki Yamashita, Sohtarou Komiyama and Takuya Uemura

Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyushu University

Twenty-two in-patients who suffered
from aspiration pneumonia were studied.
Nine patients suffered from aspiration
pneumonia after radical surgery. Eight
of them survived free from pneumonia
and primary disease. Four patients sufferd
from pneumonia after conservative surgery.
Two of them died from pneumonia within
fourteen days. Nine patients suffered from
pneumonia indifferent to surgery. Two
patients had been treated with radiation,
one patient with anti-cancer drugs.

Pseudomonas aeruginosa was detected in
nine of twenty patients. Tracheotomy was

performed in seventeen patients, only one

patients died from pneumonia. Two of
five patients without tracheotomy died
from pneumonia.

Esophagography was performed in 96
patients. Aspiration was observed in twe-
nty-two patients including three patients
with aspiration pneumonia. Mild or mod-
erate aspiration was observed in eighteen
patients, who had not suffered from pne-
umonia. Severe aspiration was observed in
three patients with aspiration pneumonia
and one patient without pneumonia. Aspi-
ration volume and respiratory function
were very important factors to aspiration

pneumonia.
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