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EPIDEMIOLOGIC STUDY OF THE CAUSATIVE VIRUS OF THE
OLFACTORY DISORDER FOLLOWING THE COMMON COLD.
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A severe olfactory disorder following
the common cold is recognized as a disease
caused by viral infection, though the spe-
cies of virus has not been specified. We
investigated the month of onset of this
disorder in outpatients at Osaka City Un-
iversity Hospital from Jan. 1982 to Dec.
1989 and compared its monthly incidence
with the incidence of virus diseases and
the number of isolated viruses which were
reported as a result of the surveillance of
infectious disease by the Ministry of Pub-
lic Welfare.

The main season for the disorder was

REBRBREROREREED

from spring to summer. The peak incidence
occured in May and June. This pattern is
similar to that of diseases caused by the
enterovirus group (Coxackie, Echo, Polio)
or the adenovirus group. Especially, the
number of poliovirus types 1,2,3, para-
influenzavirus type 3 and adenovirus type
1 isolated each month was similar to the
incidence of the olfactory disorder. On the
contrary, influenzavirus types A, B and
RS virus might not be responsible for the
olfacory disorder because they were isola-

ted only in winter.
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Fig 1 : Monthly total number of patients
with an olfactory disorder following the
common cold. (1982-1989)
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Fig2 : Weekly incidence of some virus diseases.”
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Fig3 : Monthly report of the number of isolated viruses compared with the

number of patients with an olfactory disorder from 1982 to 1989.
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Tablel : Causative agents of the common cold and virus infectious to the
central nervous system.
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