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A Case of Neck Abscess with Rapid Skin Necrosis
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A 36-year-old male visited at our out patient clinic with neck swelling and sore
throat 9 days after a tooth extraction. The swelling extended from the lower lip of
the mouth to the clavicle level of the and was associated with a skin rash. The fol-
lowing day, the skin in the area of the rash became necrotic. CT scan of the neck re-
vealed a subcutaneaous abscess containing gas. Cefotiam hydrochloride and
clidamycin were administered intravenously, and debridement of the abscess cavity
was performed immediately. The platysma muscle was necrotic, and the necrosis
reached the superficial cervical fascia. Free skin graft was put onto the open wound.
Group F streptococcus and Fusobacterium species were detected in the abscess. This
was a case with no history of diabetes mellitus or immunological abnormalities. We
concluded that mixed bacterial infection with both aerobic and anaerobic bacteria,

which are normally present in the mouth, resulted in severe skin necrosis.
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Fig.2 CT Scan of the neck

Before debridement

CT scan reveald a subcutaneaous abscess containing gas.

After debridement
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Fig.3 Before free skin grafting.
Open wond. after debridement was shown.
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Fig.4 After free skin grafting from his thigh.
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