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Seventeen patients with postoperative infection in 68 cases receiving radical opera-
tion for advanced head and neck cancer were studied. Rates of postoperative infec-
tion were 46% in total maxillectomy, 25% in partial glossectomy, 17% in partial
mesophryngectomy, and 14% in total hypopharyngo-laryngo-esophagectomy, respec-
tively. Postoperative wound infection occurred frequently in the maxilla, or the sur-
rounding tissue of the tracheostoma and the reconstructive flaps. Infection was con-
trollable in all cases. Risk factors of postoperative infection were preoperative
radiotherapy, high quantity of transfusion, and prolonged operation.

From 1991 to 1994 (the first period), we used CTM 2g and PIPC 2g div. for 7~10
days as postoperative antibiotic agents. Postoperative infection rate was 28% and
Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) was found 61% in the first pe-
riod. From 1994 to 1997 (the second period), we applied CEZ 2g or 4g div. for 5~7
days as postoperative antibiotics. Postoperative infection rate was 22% and MRSA
was found 33% in the second period. Postoperative MRSA infection rate decreased

significantly in the second period.
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Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus
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MRSA 3 #k (83%), P.aeruginosa 2k (23%),
MSSA 1 # (11%) Enterococcus faecalis 1
¥ (11%), K.pneumoniae 1# (11%),
Proteus vulgalis 1% (11%) <& -7 (Fig.
2).
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Fig.1 Regimen of antibiotics administration,
postoperative infection rate,and iso-
lated bacteria in the first period.
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Fig.2 Regimen of antibiotics administration,
postoperative infection rate,and iso-
lated bacteria in the second period.
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Table 1 Frequency of the postoperative infec-
tion in each operation.

wR B ERE (%)
HiHA % &t
LELR 4/ 7 2/ 6 6/13 (46)
F-ORESY 314 414 7/28 (25)
hIEEEERY) 1/ 5 0/ 1 1/ 6 (17)
TR R 1 2/10 1/11 3/21 (14)
it 10/36 7/32 17/68 (25)

Table 2 Regions of the postoperative wound

infection.
RRGERAr R
HiHR #RHER Bt
LSRTIRRER 4 2 6
[ELRAEH 2 2 4
BEREEAEER 2 2 4
EBMET 2 0 2
CVAhTik 0 1 1

Table 3 Onset of the postoperative infection.

URES=E- BRSEER
CIE IR 2 &t
1~ 7 2 2 4
8~14 5 5 10
15~21 1 0 1
22~ 2 0 2

Table 4 Risk factors of the postoperative in-
fection in advanced head and neck
cancer patients.
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Fig.4 Significant differences in perioperative factors were seen between
patients with and without postoperative infection.
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