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A Case of Mediastinitis due to Deep Neck Infection

Takeshi Okuda, Hirotaka Hara, Yuji Imate, Hiroshi Yamashita

(Otorhinolaryngology, School of Medicine, Yamaguchi University)

The incidence of deep neck infection has decreased with the development of antibi-

otics. However, delays in treatment may cause death. Early diagnosis and early

complete surgical debridement are most important for the management of gas pro-

ducing infections.

A 80-year-old female was suffered from dyspnea and marked neck swelling. A chest

X-ray showed an enlargement of the mediastinum. A CTscan showed gas formation

in the soft tissue. Surgical drainage and debridement of the neck and mediastinum

necrotic tissues were performed immediately. During her hospitalizasion, appropri-

ate antibiotics administration, repeated irrigetion of the neck and mediastinum ab-

scesses, and controlling diabeted mellitus were also performed. She was discharged

after 6 months from hospitalization.
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Fig.2 A chest X-ray shows an enlargement of the
mediastinum. (arrows)

Fig. 1 A CTscan shows gas formation in the soft tissues. (arrows)
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Table 1 Treatment during hospitalization
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