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A Case of Ramsay-Hunt Syndrome with Multiple Cranial Nerves Involvement

Ryuta TOKUMARU, Fuyuki ENOMOTO, Masato FUJIMORI,
Masaharu ISHIKAWA, Ginichirou ICHIKAWA
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We experienced a case of Ramsay-Hunt Syndrome which caused complicating
multiple disturbances in various cranial nerves. The patient was a 55 year old fe-
male who complained with pain and swelling of the anterior auricular region down
to the neck below the left ear. On the day of presentation, antibiotics were intrave-
nously given as acute parotiditis was suspected, but a few days later herpetic erup-
tion were observed on the pinna and on the anterior part of the left ear. At the
same time, hoarseness was noted and she had difficulties in swallowing. On exami-
nation, left vocal cord was immobile and palatal paralysis on the left side was ob-
served, therefore the parent was immediately admitted for further studies and
treatment. On her admission facial paralysis was not present but pure tone
audiogram showed slight sensorineural deafness and she complained of dizziness.
Brain, neck and chest examinations showed no positive findings and we diagnosed
the parent as Ramsay-Hunt Syndrome accompanying multiple cranial nerves disor-
ders. On consultation with our neurologists, acyclovir was administered.
Symptoms gradually alleviated and the patient was discharged with only a partial
vagus nerve paralysis remaining. She is currently followed at our outpatients with
no symptoms apart from hoarseness.
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