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Gentian violet (Pyoktanin) is known to have a potent antibacterial activity

against Gram-positive bacteria including methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus (MRSA).
From November 2000 to August 2003, we have treated 36 patients for intractable
ear infection of MRSA and/or Pseudomonas aeruginosa (P.aeruginosa) by topical
treatment with gentian violet. There were 41 ear diseases in total: chronic otitis
media 21, repetitive suppurative otitis media 6, discharging mastoid cavity after
surgical treatment for cholesteatoma 4, otitis media with effusion treated with
tympanostomy tube 3, myringitis 3, eosinophilic otitis media 2, otitis extra 2. The
pathogens detected in those ears during the treatment period were as follows:
MRSA in 35 ears, MRSA followed by P.aeruginosa in 3 ears, P.aeruginosa 1,
P.aeruginosa followed by MRSA and P.aeruginosa 1, MRSA and P.aeruginosa fol-
lowed by P.aeruginosa 1. Topical treatment with gentian violet was performed 8.4
times on average. In the 35 ears (85.4%) resolved, topical treatment was performed
9.1 times on average. Of note, 8 ears required only one time and 7 ears required two
times for remission, suggesting that frequent treatments are not necessary as long
as the pathogens are susceptible to gentian violet and vice versa. The high cure rate
(33/35) of the ear diseases infected with MRSA suggests that this treatment is es-
pecially effective for the treatment of MRSA infection.
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Table 1 Distribution of the ear disease
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Table 2 Pathogens detected in the ear
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Fig. 1 Results of topical treatment with gentian violet
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Fig. 2 Results of disc inhibition zone and MIC
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Fig. 3 A representative clinical course
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