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Analysis of Risk Factors of Postoperative Infection in Head and Neck Surgery
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Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Mie University School of Medicine, Tsu

We discussed factors contributing to postoperative wound infections for pa-

tients with head and neck tumor. 209 cases (87 female, and 122 male, 58.6 years-

old on average) were studied at Mie University Hospital within a 24-month in-
terval, during 2002 and 2003. 21 (10.0%) surgical site infection (SSI) were
recorded. Univariate analysis revealed that the following factors were signifi-

cantly related to SSI: blood loss, previous chemotherapy, clean-contaminated

surgery, tracheostomy, malignant tumor, T-stage, flap reconstruction, and op-

eration time. And multivariate analysis showed that especially blood loss, pre-

vious chemotherapy, and the type of surgery contributed to SSI. Otherwise, the

following factors did not show any significant correlation: age, body mass

index, smoking, alcohol, diabetes, sex, previous radiotherapy, N-stage, or ASA

score. We hope that the result of this study will help to prevent SSI.
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