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Cutaneous Infection by Mycobacterium avium during Irradiation Therapy for the

Laryngeal Carcinoma

Yuzo SHIMODE, Aya ITOI, Yuko SUZUKA, Koichi TOMODA

Department of Otolaryngology, Kanazawa Medical University

We presented a case of cutaneous infection by Mycobacterium avium during

irradiation therapy for the laryngeal carcinoma (T2NOMO0). The case was 67

years old male, who was performed irradiation therapy amount 60 Gy. Single

mass was found in the skin area of radiation burn at the submandibular region

and purulent discharge was oozing out from this mass. Ziehl-Neelsen staining

was positive, and Mycobacterium avium was detected by polymerase chain reac-

tion (PCR). Therefore it was diagnosed as nontuberculous mycobacteriosis. We

treated with clarithromycin, rifampicin, and ethambutol hydrochloride, then

finally inflammatory lesion was relieved.
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Fig.1 Laryngeal fiberscopic view. The arrow
shows a laryngeal carcinoma in the left
vocal and false cord.
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Fig.2 Histology of moderately squamous cell carci-
noma by hematoxylin and eosin stain. (X200)
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Fig.3 A mass located in the skin area of radiation
burn at the submandibular lesion. The pu-
rulent discharge was seen after FNA.
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Fig.4 Clinical course of the case.
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Fig.5 A mass at the submandibular region was
relieved by anti-tuberculotic drug.
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