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A Clinical Study of Intractable Acute Otitis Media
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Between December 1998 and April 2004, 38 cases (20 males and 18 females, 9 to 52
years old) with intractable acute otitis media were admitted to our hospital. The duration
of hospitalized days was from 3 to 40 days (mean 13.9 days). The cases which needed
operation or had inner ear disturbance required longer hospitalized days. The major causes
of admission were postauricular region, high fever or continuous otorrhea in child cases.
Acute mastoiditis was successfully treated with intra venous antibiotic therapy with or
without local incision or mastoidectomy. Major detected bacteria were streptococcus pneu-
moniae. Penicillin resistant streptococcus pneumoniae was detected only cases under 2
years old and occupied 67% of streptococcus pneumoniae. The major causes of admission
were inner ear disturbance including sensory hearing loss, dizziness and facial nerve paral-
ysis in adult cases. The prognosis was relatively good by the treatment with antibiotics and

steroid.
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Fig. 1 Age and sex distribution of patients
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Fig. 2 distribution of hospitalized duration
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