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Since 1950's, over 600,000 cases of kidney allotransplantation have been performed.
Heart, liver, pancreas and lung transplantation also have been established, and an excellent
results are obtained by amazing progress of immunosuppressive therapy and technical
innovation. The cause of death for organ transplant recipients is a little bit different
depending on the organ, and different on post-transplant period. In the first 30 days, mor-
tality is primarily related to technical complications and non-CMV infections. For the
remainder of the first year, acute rejection and non-CMYV infections are the leading causes
of death. Beyond 5 years after transplantation, allograft vasculopathy accounts for 30% of
death, followed by malignancies (23%) and opportunistic infections. Despite the pre-trans-
plant severe disability, functional status of long surviving recipients continues to be excel-
lent without activity limitations at 10 years after transplant. However, the long survivors
should have a lifelong immunosuppressive therapy, and so have the risk of infectious dis-
eases. They therefore have to take some kinds of anti-infectious drugs, and have to wear

mask out of doors and wash hands every time when they come home.
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1) The ISHLT (The International Society for
Heart and Lung Transplantation) International
Registry for Heart and Lung Transplantation :

http://www.ishlt.org/registries/heartLungRegi-

stry.asp
2) United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS)

http://www.unos.org/data/about/viewDataRep-

orts:asp

3) International Registry by Transplant Procure-
ment Management recognized by Transplant
Committee of the COUNCIL OF EUROPE :
http://www.tpm.org/
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