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A Child Case of Cat Scratch Disease with Two Cervical Abscess
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We report a case of cat scratch disease (CSD) with cervical abscess in a child patient.

The patient was a 13-years-old female who had had a fever for a week. A pet cat
had bitten her about 2 weeks before. Two cervical lymph nodes were palpable in her left
neck, therefore we diagnosed CSD and treated the symptoms with Azithromycin. We suc-
cessfully treated the fever, but the lymph nodes swelling had worsened. A week after her
first visit to our hospital she was admitted for further examination and treatment. A cer-
vical CT showed two separate abscesses in her left neck. We cut into and drainaged two
abscesses, but no bacterial findings were detected from the pus. Her white cell count was
7,100/ ul, CRP was 1.1mg/dl, ESR was 28mm/h. Serologically IgM antibody to B. henselae
was negative and IgG antibody to B. henselae was X 256. Histpathological examination
showed many infectious cells and non-specific granuloma, which was not enough to diag-
nose as CSD. However B. henselae DNA was detected by PCR from pus and we therefore
diagnosed as CSD.

After 12-days of treatment with Azithromycin and SBT/ABPC she has been discharged

with no complication from the disease.
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Fig.1 CT scan (2006.3.10)
Preoperative image showed two separate abscesses (1)
in the left neck (b) After diagnostic puncture
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