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Evalution of Tuberculosis Cases

Tatsuo NIHO, Ai UTSUMI, Makiko WATANABE,

Kenichi SATAKE, Chouichi HORIUCHI, Mamoru TSUKUDA

Department of Otolaryngology, Yokohama City University Faculty of Medicine

We experienced 24 cases of tuberculosis from 1998 to 2007. We report 2 cases of tuberculosis
retropharyngeal abscess. Case 1 : The patient was a 77 years old woman with military tuberculosis
and tuberculous spondylitis. Drainage by intraoral incision, curettage of cervical vertebrae and
anterior cervical fusion were performed. Moreover antituberculous chemotherapy was done
and the symptom was improved. Case2 : The patient was a 28 years old man. He was diagnosed
as pulmonary and cervical lymph node tuberculosis and he was treated using antituberculous
agents. But his symptom increasingly got worse. CT showed retropharyngeal abscess and deep
neck abscess. Drainage by cervical incision and antituberculous chemotherapy were performed
and the symptom was improved. In recent year, the number of advanced aged tuberculosis and
multidrug resistans tubercle bacillus are on the increase. In the future, the number of the patients
with complication such as tuberculosis retropharyngeal abscess may increase. Though drainage was
often necessary in treatment of retropharyngeal abscess, we should consider a posture, a region of

incision and anesthesia.
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Fig.1 MRI findings (casel)
retropharyngeal abscess and tuberculous spondylitis
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Fig.2 CT findings (case2)
abscess of retropharyngeal and deep cervical space

Fig.3 MRI findings (case2)
abscess of retropharyngeal and deep cervical space
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Table 1 List of patients with tuberculosis retropharyngeal
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