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Facial Nerve Paralysis Caused by Acute Otitis Media in Adults

Yuichiro SUGIO, Atsuko FURUTA, Yuichiro MOCHIZUKI,
Naohiro YAMADA, and Harumi SUZAKI

Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Showa University School of Medicine

We reported two cases of facial nerve paralysis caused by acute otitis media in adults. The
patients were 43-year-old male and 41-year-old female. The former patient has been treated for
polyarteritis nodosa and bladder cancer with administration of corticosteroids and anti-cancer
medicine, and the latter patient has been treated for breast cancer with administration of anti-
cancer medicine, irradiation and surgery. They were treated with administration of antibiotics and
corticosteroids, and miringotomy or insertion of drainage tube. The former patients did not recover
from facial nerve paralysis, but the latter patient completely recovered from the paralysis. The cause
of facial nerve paralysis in the patients with acute otitis media was considered as follows: refractory
inflammation of the middle ear due to decline of patient's immune condition extended to facial

nerve through dehiscence of the facial canal.
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Fig.1 Case 1 CT scan shows inflammatory lesion of
the right middle ear (arrow).
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Fig.2 Clinical course of Case 1
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Fig.3 Case2 CT scan shows inflammatory lesion of
the left middle ear (arrow).
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Fig.4 Clinical course of Case 2
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