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Four Adult Patients with Chronic Cough Accompanying Increased Serum Level of Bordetella

Pertussis Antibody.

Keishiro Nagashima, Kensei Naito, Chikashi Ito,

Hideya Mimura, Kazunari Terashima

Department of Otolaryngology, Fujita Health University, School of Medicine

In the recent years, increase in adult patients with chronic cough due to bordetella pertussis

infection has been reported in Europe and North America but extremely rare in Japan. We

demonstrated four adult patients with chronic cough accompanying increased serum level of

bordetella pertussis antibody. Their clinical histories, examinations and treatment courses showed

no accurate causes of chronic cough e.g. postnasal drip syndrome, asthma, gastroesophageal reflux

disease and laryngeal allergy. Approximate one month oral ingestion of macrolides antibiotics

prominently diminished their persistent cough. We must pay attention to bordetella pertussis

infection as a cause of adult patients with chronic cough even though in Japan.
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Table 1 Clinical features of the four cases
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Table2 Criteria of bordetella pertussis
infection(WHO 2000)
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Table 3 Serum levels of bordetella pertussis antibody
of the four cases
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