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Patients with a deep neck abscess

- A clinical study of the risk factor complicated with mediatinum abscess -

Yusuke NAKATA, Takao OGAWA, Shigehiro OWAKI, Takeshi SHIMIZU

Department of Otolaryngology Head and neck Surgery, Shiga University of Medical Science

We examined 13 patients with a deep neck abscess (DNA) who were treated at our hospital

over the past 7 years. There were 7 males and 6 females. The average age of DNA patients

is 57 years old. The most frequent cause of this disease was an oropharyngeal infection which

included acute tonsillitis (4 cases, 31%), dental infection (3 cases, 23 %), pharyngitis (3 cases, 23

%). Surgical drainage and tracheotomy was demonstrated in all 13 cases. Among 13 patients,

infection remained in the suprahyoid region in 6 cases, whereas it extended to the infrahyoid

region in 7 cases and to the mediastinum in 6 cases. The patients complicated with the

mediastinum abscess showed an average hospital stay of 47.3days, and the patients without

the mediatinum abscess showed an average hospital stay of 264 days. Infrahyoid extension

of DNA and infection caused by gas-producing bacteria were risk factors complicated with

mediastinum abscess.
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Fig. 1

Table 1 Comparison of 13 cases of deep neck abscess
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Table 2 Comparison of cases with or without of mediastinal abscess
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Table 3 Locations of abscess and presence of gas production
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