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Clinical study of 66 cases of acute epiglottitis
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We retrospectively reviewed 66 cases of acute epiglottitis evaluated in our department
between November 1998 and August 2011. The patients were 43 males and 23 females. The
average age of all cases was 46.85 years. (from 2 to 81 years)

According to the flexible fiberscopic findings, we devided patients into four groups. Group I
was comprised of patients with swelling limited to the epiglottis, Group I included those with
swelling in the epiglottis, arytenoids and aryepiglotic fold, and Group Il was comprised of
patients with unilateral vocal cord obstructed due to the swelling of the false vocal cord and
Group IV was comprised of patients with bilateral vocal cords obstructed due to the swelling
of the false vocal cords or patients we could not check the vocal cord some other reasons.

Airway maintenance was performed in 2 case (9.5%) in Group 1II, 2 cases (25%) in Group 1I,
10 cases (100%) in Group IV. Tracheostomy was performed in 11 cases, and tracheal intuba-

tion in 4 cases.
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Fig. 1 Classification of acute epiglottitis

16 -
14
12

10

8
6
4
2
0

Fig. 2 Numbers of patients according to age
and sex
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Fig. 3 Results of blood examination
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Fig. 4 Results of the classification
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Fig. 6 Results of days of admission according
to airway treatment
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